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gest that vice and imprudence will finally terminate
in misery3. Not that this species of proof was
wanted; for that which we must acknowledge, on
weighing the evidence, to be a revelation from God,
requires not the aid of such a confirmation: but yet,
as this accordance might be expected between the
words and the works of the same Almighty Being,
it is no idle speculation to remark, that the visible
constitution of things in the world around us, falls
in with the scriptural representations of the dreadful
consequences of vice, nay even of what is commonly
termed inconsiderateness and imprudence.

If such, then, be indeed our sad condition, what is
to be done ? Is there no hope 2 Nothing left for us,
" but a fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery in-
Chrktia- dignation, which shall devour the adver-
nlty breaks saries4 ?" Blessed be God ! we are not shut
m-           up irrecoverably in this sad condition:

" Turn you to the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope;"
hear one who proclaims his designation, "to heal
the broken-hearted, to preach liberty to the cap-
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind.'" They
who have formed a true notion of their lost and
helpless state, will most gladly listen to the sound,
and most justly estimate the value, of such a deliver-
ance. And hence appears the importance of not
passing over in a cursory manner those important
topics of the original and superinduced corruption,
and weakness of man; a discussion painful and hu-
miliating to the pride of human nature, to which the
mind listens with difficulty, nay with a mixture of
anger and disgust; but well suited to our case, and
like the distasteful lessons of adversity, permanently

8 Vide Butler's Analogy.                            * Heb. x. 27.